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Pipeline Committee 

Minutes of June 15, 2010 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:01 pm.    

      

Attendance:  Len Freeman, Walter Norton, Rick Daniel, Nancy Dimmick and Kay 

Ogrodnik.  Leon Ogrodnik (public), Terry Sawyer (Town of Harpswell), Naji Akladiss 

(MEDEP), Joe Gallant (Navy) and Chuck Race (Tetra Tech NUS, Inc) also attended.  Jim 

Tarr (Navy) participated by telephone. 

 

The minutes of November 24, 2009 were approved as submitted.   

 

Old  Business.    

Len Freeman reported that the pipes have been completely removed along the entire 

length of the right-of-way.  Restoration of the surface and seeding is in process. 

 

Kay Ogrodnik briefed the Committee on the meeting she attended May 11
th
.  That 

meeting was hosted by the Navy and addressed environmental issues encountered during 

removal of the pipes.  Soil contamination due to fuel leakage was found at two sites and 

those sites are being remediated by soil removal.  Groundwater testing is being performed 

and monitoring wells will be installed to be certain that drinking wells are not affected.  

 

The Navy reported that their pre-excavation survey found multiple sites along pipeline 

(approximately 50) exhibited polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) concentrations.  

Jim Tarr explained that the PAHs do not result from fuel leakage.  They are stable in the 

ground and not water soluble.  The source of the PAHs is being investigated.  Perhaps 

they resulted during construction of the pipeline when the tar wrapping was applied; 

other explanations are possible.  It is not known yet whether their concentrations rise to 

levels requiring action.  Joe Gallant said that Tetra Tech is developing a monitoring plan 

and work statement to address the PAH issue. 

 

During discussions Kay and Leon Ogrodnik reported that they observed long sections of 

pipe being pulled along the trench to where they would be cut to length for transport.  

They wondered if asbestos could have been scrapped off and left behind.  Naji (MEDEP) 

responded that pulling of the pipes was not part of the approved process for removal; they 

should have been lifted.  Naji stated that asbestos testing must now be added to the 

environmental assessment.  He expects two work plans from the Navy: one for water 

monitoring at the sites where fuel leakage occurred, and the second for re-sampling (core 

samples) along the right-of-way for evidence of both asbestos and PAHs.  Sampling 

conducted prior to removal of the pipes is not adequate since removal operations 

(pulling) may have resulted in further contamination.   

 

Joe Gallant stated that the work plans will take a few months before they are ready to 

submit to the MEDEP for approval.  Joe will let the Town know when the plans are 

submitted.  The Committee will meet soon after that since some form of communication 
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to abutters may be necessary.  When asked, Joe expressed the opinion that, based on 

information to date, all easements should be returned without restrictive conditions. 

 

New Business.  None 

 

Next meeting.  The next meeting of the Committee will be at the call of the co-chairs.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:09 pm. 


